
Sustainable 
Railroad Tie 
Recycling



 Founded 1980 – Bloomington, Indiana
 Investment Recovery Specialists –

Partner with our clients to find affordable and              
creative solutions for assets at the end of their 
lifecycle

 Industries – Railroad, Heavy Industrial, Power 
Generation, Commerical

 Nationwide Experience

National At A Glance



 Left on ROW to disintegrate

 Burned along the ROW

 Farmscaping

 Moved into large “landfills”

Tie Recycling a Brief 
History







SUSTAINABLE RECYCLING
 Today Railroad Ties Can Be 100% Recycled 

 Repurposing (approximately 35%)

Landscape Market

Fence Posts For Commercial Farms

Dunnage For Industrial Projects (i.e. Pipeline)

 Boiler Fuel 

Power Plants

Paper Mills



WHY REPURPOSE TIES?

 Maximizes Revenue

 Ties Sold Within 300 MI

 Reduces Carbon Footprint

 No Further Processing

 Reduces Car Needs

 2Million Ties = 5,000 Carloads



Boiler Fuel Ties

 Boiler Fuel Ties = Ties That Cannot Be Repurposed

 Ties Must Be Shipped To Central Yards

 Yards Are Located Near Fuel Customer

 National Currently Maintains 6 Yards/Customers

 National Owns Or Manages Over 2,000 Railcars



SUSTAINABLE RECYCLING

EFFICIENCY IS CRITICAL

 Minimizing Cost Is Essential 

 National Minimizes Touches 

 Reduce The Carbon Footprint

 Increases Safety



How do ties move from this…?



To this…?



Or this…?





FUTURE CHALLENGES

 Regulatory Changes 

Landscape Ties

Boiler MACT

 Natural Gas Prices

 Boiler Fuel Customers
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